
San Francisco’s Transitional Youth Task Force

By San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom

My vision in creating the Transitional 
Youth Task Force is to ensure that all youth will 
make a successful transition from adolescence to 
adulthood.  One of the key components of this 
goal is to improve young people’s connections to 
housing, employment, education and social supports. 

The task force has been established to bring a broad 
spectrum of systems, providers, CBOs, and youth together 
for up to two years to accomplish the following functions:   

•	 Gathering data to identify and better 
understand the needs and status of 
transitional aged youth in San Francisco. 

•	 Evaluating available resources including, 
current and potential funding sources, 
existing programs, other task forces and 
coalitions, key research and reports, etc. 

•	 Recommending select system-wide policy 
and budget changes to address gaps in 
service and better leverage resources. 
This Transitional Youth Task Force is reflective 

of my dedication to providing the city’s youth with the 
necessary services and programs that will benefit them as 
they transition into productive and contributing adults. It is 
important that they are connected to the venues where their 
youthful perspectives may be nurtured and embraced. I 
recognize the importance of their viewpoint and appreciates 
that the future of our youth is vital to the future of our city.

In 2005, the San Francisco Youth Commission, a diverse group of San Fran-
cisco youth appointed by the Board of Supervisors and Mayor, asked May-
or Gavin Newsom to address the needs of transition aged youth in San Fran-
cisco.  Following is the Mayor’s response, the Commission’s resolution, and an 
overview of the Transitional Youth Task Force that has been established as a result.

Members of the Transitional Youth Task Force
 
Sherilyn Adams: Larkin Street Youth Services
Lenore Anderson: Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice
Gloria Anthony-Oliver: Human Services Agency
Rachel Antrobus: SF Youth Commission
Ruth Barajas: CHALK
Rubin Barnes           
Betsy Baum: Controller’s Office
Michael Baxter: Department of Public Health
Debbie Benitez: WestEd
Bethany Brown: Department of Public Health -CBHS
Michele Byrnes: Honoring Emancipated Youth
Kathleen Casela: ILSP
Courtney Chen: United Playaz
Brian Cheu: Mayor Office of Community Development
Keith Choy: San Francisco Unified School District - 
Stay in School Coalition
Charlene Clemens: Family Service Agency of San 
Francisco
Ann Cochrane: San Francisco City College
Marigrace Cohen: San Francisco Unified School 
District - School-To Career/ROP/Career Ed
Carlos  Cortez: Goodwill Industries
Monalisa Diamond: Youth Works
Maggie Donahue: Department of Human Services
Glenn Eagleson: DCYF
Bruce Fisher: Huckleberry Youth Programs
Paul Gibson: Improving Transitions Outcomes Project
Rob Gitin: At the Crossroads
Heather Groninger
Arlene Hylton: ILSP
September Jarrett: DCYF
Alvin Jenkins: City College – EOPS
Thomas Jones Hyatt: HR
Perry Jones: The Beat Within
Kelley Karandjeff: City College of San Francisco
Kevin Kerr: Woodside Learning
Larry Klein: City College of San Francisco



Craig Miller: Life Learning Academy
Ruth Nunez: Larkin Street Youth Services
Jon Osaki: Japanese Community Youth Council
Elouise Patton: Young Community Developers
Jake Perea: San Francisco State University
Victor Peterson: CHALK
Rocio Quijano: Job Corps
Maria Ramiu: Youth Law Center
Ada Rios-Rivera: Youth Leadership
Anne Romero: Mayor’s Office of Housing
Angela Rosales: ILSP
Ranon Ross: District Attorney’s Office
Sam Rubin: SF Youth Commission
Marlene Sanchez: Center for Young Women’s 
Development
Lee Schuster: Human Services Agency
William Siffermann: Juvenile Probation Department
Marlo Simmons: DCYF and Department of Public 
Health
Rhonda Simmons: Mayor’s Office of Economic 
Development
Lateefah Simon: District Attorney’s Office
Ken Simpson: Human Services Agency
Micheal Smith: Adolescent Health Working Group
David Trovato: SF YEC
Michael Wald: Stanford
Harold Walker: Human Services Agency
John Weber: Improving Transitions Outcomes Project
Dina Wilderson: Larkin Street Youth Services
Jeremiah Wright: JVS


